CROSSEYED
COMEDY

A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR CHURCHES & MINISTRIES

Planning a Great Church Comedy
Night

Real life. Real funny. How to set the room up so your people, and the guests they invite, laugh
together.

Laughter is a gift from God. A night of clean, Christ-honoring comedy brings a church family
together and gives your members an easy invitation for neighbors, coworkers and friends who
might never walk in on a Sunday morning. The difference between a good night and a great one
often comes down to a handful of practical details in the room.

This guide shares what we've learned from hundreds of events in sanctuaries, fellowship halls,
syms, community centers and banquet rooms. Share it with your pastor, event team and tech
volunteers so everyone is ready.

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine.” Proverbs 17:22 (KJV)

The Essentials

These six things set the stage. When they're in place, everyone in the room can see, hear and focus
on the show.

@ A stage, platform or raised area (the @ Clear sightlines so every guest can see the
sanctuary platform works well) comedians
Q A handheld microphone (preferred) or a Q Front lighting that clearly lights the
quality lapel microphone comedians’ faces
® Food, dessert and coffee service finished @& No competing distractions: slides,
before the show background music, worship loops or
announcements

The rest of this guide covers seating, sound, lighting, ministry moments and timing, the details that
turn a fun night into one your church talks about for months.
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Stage and Seating

Comedy works best when everyone can see the stage and feels part of one audience.

Use the Platform or a Riser

If you're in the sanctuary, the platform is ready-made. In a fellowship hall or gym, a riser of even 6-12
inches helps the back rows see, especially with more than 50-75 guests or round tables.

Clear Sightlines
Pillars, tall centerpieces, music stands, drum shields and screens can block the view. Move what you can,
and before the doors open, sit in a back seat and a side seat and look at the stage.

Seating

Rows facing the stage produce the biggest laughs. If you're serving a meal at round tables, set as many
chairs as possible facing the stage, and keep the front rows or tables close. A full, tight room is a happy
room, so if attendance is lighter than expected, invite people to move forward.

Sound

Every punchline depends on people hearing every word.

Microphone

A handheld microphone is preferred. A quality lapel microphone or a wired handheld on a stand also
works. Please test it before guests arrive.

Your Tech Team
Ask a sound volunteer to be at the board for the sound check and the whole show. Spoken-word comedy

needs clear volume throughout the room, which is different from worship mix levels. Fresh batteries in
wireless mics, plus a spare if you have one, prevent most surprises.

Lighting

Facial expressions are a big part of comeduy. Light the stage from the front with a spotlight or bright stage
wash, and dim the house lights during the show so attention settles on the stage. Avoid strong
backlighting from windows, LED walls or bright screens behind the stage, which turn the comedians into
silhouettes.

Minimizing Distractions
Once the show starts, let the room focus on the stage.

Food and Fellowship First

Finish serving dinner, dessert and coffee before the show begins. Clearing plates and refilling cups during
the set pulls attention away. Fellowship time before the show is a great way to welcome guests.
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Screens, Music and Announcements

Turn off slides, countdown videos, background music and worship loops during the show. Hold
announcements, raffles and drawings until before or after the comedy, and close doors to the lobby and
gym to keep noise out.

Making the Most of the Ministry Moment

A comedy night can be one of the easiest invitations your church will ever offer. A little planning
helps guests feel welcome and connected.

Promote it as an invite night. Encourage members to bring a friend who doesn't attend church.
Comedy is neutral, welcoming ground.

Plan your ministry moments around the show. A pastor’'s welcome, an opening prayer, a love
offering, connection cards or a short invitation all work best before the comedy begins or after
it ends, so the show flows uninterrupted.

Have a way to follow up. Connection cards, a OR code or a sign-up table lets first-time guests
take a next step.

Think about families. Our shows are clean for all ages, but if you offer childcare, let parents
know in advance.

Timing and Logistics

Confirm the start time, show length and format when you book.

Name an on-site contact who can answer questions and make quick adjustments.
Allow 45-60 minutes before guests are seated for arrival and a sound check.

A quiet room for pre-show preparation (and prayer) is appreciated.

A short, warm introduction from your pastor or host sets a great tone. We're happy to provide one.

Summary

The best church comedy nights share a few things: a clear stage, reliable sound, good lighting, a
room free of distractions during the show, and a plan to welcome and follow up with guests. Most
of these steps are simple and make a real difference.

If you have questions about your building or setup, please reach out. We're glad to help make your
event a blessing for your church and your community.

Professional, hilarious Christian entertainment.

@E%?&SDE;ED crosseyedcomedy.com
info@crosseyedcomedy.com - 623-229-0902
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